2018 Guidelines for Scoring Graduate Scholarship Applicants

Score each of the six categories on a 0-5 or 0-3 scale for each applicant. Use the following as a guideline, there are no fixed scoring rules. Please note that the range varies from 0-3 to 0-5.  High numbers are “good”.  Scores will be weighted differently depending on the criteria for each scholarship.
Use your judgment to adjust scores when evaluating MS vs PhD students
Need 

3:  GRA, GTA funding running out or only tuition covered.

1-2:  Needs additional funding for research or other expenses.

0: Fully funded.

Research Goals

3: Clearly defined and well written 

1-2: Goals not well articulated

Related Experience and Research (including volunteer work)

5:  Three or more jobs or research projects related to their field of research 
3:  <3 jobs or projects related to their research or 3 or more unrelated.

0-1:  Little or no work experience or research. 

Publications and presentations 
5: Multiple publications including peer-reviewed, lead author – 3 or more for PhD, at least two for MS and has done several professional presentations.
3: Fewer (2- PhD or 1-MS) peer-reviewed publications or more than two not lead author or several presentations.
0-2: Few or no publications/presentations.
Service-Professional and Community (leadership) 

3: Currently involved in leading activities within student association, professional society, or other organization. 
2: Regular participation as a member of an organization, but not leading (e.g., serving as an officer or organizing major events). or several presentations.  
1: Involved only intermittently and not leading. Few acts of service. 
0: Little evidence of leadership or service. 

Quality of Application

3:  Clear, thoughtful, and well written application

2:  Average quality application

0-1:  Poorly written, grammatical errors, not following instructions
2
1

